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A lost aureus of Magnia Urbica

Taméds SzABADVARY

In 1910 Odén Gohl, the editor of the first Hungarian numismatic journal, the Numizmatikai
Kozlony, reported a rare coin find' from the territory of Dunapentele (Roman Intercisa, now
Dunadjvaros, Fejér County). It was a pierced 'gold coin” of Magnia Urbica, the wife of Emperor
Carinus.? By reference to the monumental work of Henri Cohen, we are able to identify the
piece as:

Magnia Urbica 283-285
Roma aureus
Obv: MAGNIA VRBICA AVG
Diademed, draped bust r.
Rev:VENERI VICTRICI
Venus stg. 1., raising robe on shoulder and holding apple.
Con*Nr. 3. = RIC V/2 Nr. 340.

Gohl did not give any further information about the coin. It was most likely found under
illegal circumstances and he later somehow learned of its existence, perhaps because of a
declined offer of acquisition to the Coin Cabinet of the Hungarian National Museum (HNM-
CC) . The HNM-CC’s database has no record concerning the coin, thus there is absolutely
no information about its background. In 1908 a series of illegal excavations took place in the
vineyard of the Hauzer/Hauser family launched by J6zsef Fejér (c.1871-1935), an infamous
antiques dealer from Budapest.? His campaigns resulted in the catastrophic dispersal of finds
from Dunapentele all over Europe, primarily to German museums and private collections,
much to the regret of later generations of archaeologists.

Subsequently the territory was heavily looted by unknown persons probably sometime in
late 1909 or early 1910. This is well attested in the auction catalogues of the newly established
Szent-Gyorgy-Czéh Magyar Amatdrok és Gyijték Egyesiilete (St. George’s Guild of Hungarian
Amateurs” and Collectors” Society) (Fig. 1). The catalogues clearly mention several prehistoric,
Roman and early migration period items (ceramics, clay lamps, belt fittings, glass, other
copper-alloy items, iron and bone objects, but no coins) originating from illegal ‘excavations’
at Dunapentele.* The Roman finds, seemingly grave goods, one catalogue mentions a complete

—_

GonrL-HarsANY1 1910, 134.

On the coinage of Magnia Urbica see Pink 1961, 5-8.

3  Theestate of Ferenc Hauzer sen. is a well-known territory, situated at the late Roman cemetery of Dunapentele-
Oreghelggf (PPN 2013-2016). The HNM had long connections with veterinarian P4l Hauzer (1874[?]-1916),
who sold hundreds of illegaléy excavated objects to the museum that also managed to carry out excavations
on his land, close after the 1908 lootings. The proper}tg ?arcel numbers (= PPl\ﬁDcould be’identified on the
%308 Iexcavation map of Ede Mahler: HNM-Central Database (Archaeological Documentation Collection)

N

4 Auctions on 06.17.1910 and 09.23.1910: Auction SzGyC 1910, Nr. 198-226/d; Auction SzGyC 1910a, Nr.
356-365, 414, 475476, 486—487. Tab. V.
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TAMAS SZABADVARY

Sk o o RN foee ;
Pz'g. 1 ;rgzistof;c, Greekand Roman antiquities frd;va various si;j; ihcwlua»ling ‘Dunapén\tkelé;
organised by Armand Hutflesz (after AUCTION SZGYC 1911, Figure [1])
‘set” of grave finds.” Since the Magnia Urbica coin must have been known to Gohl before the
late summer of 1910, it is a striking coincidence with the 1909/1910 lootings in Dunapentele. It
therefore is also most likely that the aureus was a grave find but now forever lost and found its
way abroad via the antiquities trade. As a rare and valuable grave good, it has chronologically
close parallels among other Dunapentele coin finds. The HNM-CC purchased two aurei of
Tacitus and one of Probus, all originating from Gyorgy Horvath’s vineyard, which was also
located on the territory of the Roman cemetery.®
Some 25 years later, in May 1935 the iconic auction of the
Franz Trau collection (Vienna) took place. Item Nr. 3230 was an
aureus (Fig. 2) of the aforementioned type weighing 4.58 grams
with a hole piercing the inscription on both sides.” Although,
the "VENERI VICTRICI reverse type of the Rome mint is by far

. Fig. 2 Magnia Urbi
the ‘'most common” among the Magnia Urbica aurei issued that é?n the ﬁﬁ% TrZL:CcLz)?lZcrfiL(l)i

coincidence suggests a connection with the lost Dunapentele (after AUCTION TRAU
. . p s . . 1935, Tab. 39 / 3230.)

piece, though the identification remains problematic and
uncertain.® The Trau collectors dynasty could easily purchase antiquities from the territory of
historical Hungary due to the aforementioned active antiquities trade. A prominent example
of that was the 1885 coin find of Brigetio (Komdrom-Sz&ny) where one of the unique 5 aurei gold
multipla of Maximianus Herculius had been acquired by the Trau collection, becoming the most

valuable item of the 1935 auction more than half a century following its discovery.’

5  The sixth auction (03.20.1911% mentions Armand Hutflesz bank official as the main supplier of the material:
Aucrion 5zGyC 1911, 5 [Note], Nr. 82-160. Fig. [1] (Dunapentele finds under "‘Roman antiquities’).

6  HNM-CC 13/1906.1-2. Tacitus aureus: RIC VA Nr. 74, 113, 174 (Ticinum/Siscia). Probus aureus: RIC V /2,
Nr. 590. (Siscia). Both regri{stered on 04.02.1906., Purchased from GJ('jrgg‘ Horvath (PPN 1807-1808). HNM-CC
63/1906. Tacitus aureus: RIC VA Nr. 74 or 174. Reﬁ}stered on 09.19.1906. Purchased from Jdszef Palinkds. The
HNM-CC now only possesses one antoninianus (RIC V/2 Nr. 343) of Magnia Urbica, purchased from Kéroly
Tiszuczky (local catholic schoolteacher): HNM-CC 11/1907.2.

Auction Trau 1935, Nr. 3230, Tab. 39 / 3230.

8 The Trau-piece was probably unknown to the editors of RIC V, because its weight is not listed in the register,
see RIC V/2 184.

9 Hawmper 1891, 350.; Auction Trau 1935, Nr. 3459., Taf. 41/3459. [15.000 Austrian schillings]. The medallion was
resold in 1990 by Sotheby’s New York: Sotxesy’s 1990, Nr. 153., Fig. 153.

N
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A LosT AUREUS OF MaGgNia Ursica

As far as our research discloses, the Magnia Urbica aureus did not appear at any later
auctions or enter a public collection, however, the coin is identifiable." Its significance lies in
the extreme rarity of the coin, there are no recorded finds of this type in Hungary."
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