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Coin finds from the excavations at the canabae of Brigetio
(Szény-Dunapart) between 2014 and 2017

Lajos JunAsz*

The canabae of Brigetio is the least known part of the ancient city, where until recently no
systematic research has been conducted. This changed in 2014 when rescue excavations were
commenced next to the Danube at Szény-Dunapart due to the construction of flood control dam
between Komarom and Almasfiizits. Here the most interesting find was already made in the
first year with the discovery of the first Roman baths in Brigetio." The next year east of this
complex two horrea were identified.” The excavations were carried out for another two years until
2017. This paper intends to publish the coin finds from this territory, since Bir6-Sey Katalin’s
extensive monograph on the monetary circulation of Brigetio does not state which part of the
ancient city the finds were from.? With the help of the recent excavations carried out since 1992,

the distinction between the various parts of the town is possible.*
bronze; 2; 2% aureus; 1; 1%

as limes falsa; 7; 8%

dupondius limes |
falsa; 1; 1% ~
sestertius limes falsa; 2;3%
antoninianus subaeratus;
].,' 1%
denarius subaeratus; 6;
7%
colonial bronze; 1; 1% -
antoninianus; 37; 44%
Fig. 1.
Denominations

sestertius; 3; 4% Of the 15—3r
C. coins

as; 10; 12%/

dupondius; 3; 4%

Eo6tvos Lordnd University, Budapest, Hungary. (juhasz.lajos@btk.elte.hu)
Barrtus et al. 2014, 438-439.
Barrtus et al. 2015, 247.

This was most%y due to the problematic documentation and storage of the finds together with the historical
turmoil of the 20" c. Bir6-Sey 1977.

For the coin finds of the municipium see JunAsz 2018.
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Lajos JuHAsz

In the four years 231 coins were found, mostly with the help of metal detectors from the top
disturbed layers. 84 of the coins could be dated to the first three centuries AD, while 2/3 (147
pieces) were from the 4™ century. Of the earlier coins 44% were antoniniani, followed by 12-12%
denarii and asses, 4-4% sestertii and dupondii, 2 unidentifiable bronzes and a colonial bronze
coin (Fig 1). The most interesting and rare find is the aureus of Vespasian minted in 77/78 AD
discovered in 2015.° There are also 17 non-official coins of 6 denarii subaerati, one antoninianus
subaeratus, 10 limes falsa (2 sestertii, one dupondius and 7 asses). Not surprisingly the 4" c.

coins were all copper pieces: 73 AE 4 (50%), 72 AE 3 (49%), two AE 2.
Trier; 1; 1% Antioch; 1; 2%

Siscia; 7; 10% -

Laodicea; 2; 3%

Provincial Greek; 1;
1%

Rome; 54; 79%

Fig. 2. Distribution of the 1-3" c. mints.

The minting place of 144 coins could be determined, 53 of the 1% to 3™ c. and 91 of the 4™
c. (Fig 2) The dominance of Rome (79%) in the earlier period is to be expected, which followed
by Siscia (10%), 2 coins from Laodicea® (3%) and one each from Trier, Cologne, Antioch and
Mediolanum. The relatively low number of bronze coins explains why no Viminacian coins were
found, although they are common in Pannonia and were found at other sites from Brigetio.”
Interesting is the very worn aes coin with three perforations (nr. 227) that are usually discovered
in graves. Some are known from Brigetio, more numerous were unearthed in Aquincum and
Viminacium.®

As usual for Pannonia, the Siscian mint is the most prominent among the 4™ c. coins
with 53% (Fig. 3). It is followed by Thessalonica (9%), Cyzicus (8%), Constantinopolis (7%),
Aquileia and Sirmium (5-5%), Rome (4%), Nicomedia (3%), Antioch and Trier (2%) and a
single piece from Heraclea.

Bartus et al. 2015, Fig. 18.
These were two denarii subaerati of Septimius Severus and his wife.
Biré-Sey 1977, 23. For the municipium see JurAsz 2018.

Brigetio: GAzpac ALFOLDY-GAzpac 2009, 166. Further ones are known from the Nagymagtir and Molaj
cemetery. Aquincum: JuaAsz 2018; Vojvopa 2015 and 2018.

@ N o G
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COIN FINDS FROM THE CANABAE OF BRIGETIO (SzZ6NY-DUNAPART) 2014 — 2017

Thessalonica; 8; Antioch; 2; 2%

9%

Trier; 2; 2%

Aquileia; 5; 6%

Constantinople; 6;
7%

Heraclea; 1; 1%
Nicomedia; 3; 3%

Rome; 4; 4%

Sirmium; 5; 5%

Siscia; 48; 53%
Fig. 3 Distributioin of
the 4" century mints.

The chronological distribution of the coins ranges from Vespasian to Valentinian III (Fig. 4).
In total 36 coins could not be identified to this degree. Following the start of the monetary
circulation in the Flavian era there is a slight decline leading up to the increase in the Antonine
and early Severan times. After a decrease in the number of coins the peak for the first three
centuries is reached from 260 on, where 21 of the 30 coins bore the image of Gallienus and
Claudius Gothicus on the obverse and only one was from the last decade of the century. The
first quarter of the 4™ c. is almost entirely blank save for a coin by Licinius I. Constantine’s
sole reign shows an increase, but the circulation is dominated by coins of the Constantinian
dynasty following his death with 112 pieces in total. In comparison the House of Valentinian
only shows appr. a tenth of that value with 12 coins, which is strange for Brigetio, where this
period shows the highest data.” The century comes to an end with a bronze coin of Theodosius
I and Arcadius, but the circulation only ceases with a specimen of Valentinian III dated to
425-435. Interestingly enough, this is the youngest coin from Brigetio ever to be found except
two minted by Justinian from the 6 c. that belong to the Migration Period."

120 112

100

40

20 15 12

10
7 5 ) 6 6 ) I I 5
1
, 1 = 0 0 = = 2 2 i
6996 98138 138-192 193-217 218-238 238-259 260-296 296-317 324-337 337-363 364-383 384-403 425-435
Fig. 4

9 Bir6-Sey 1977, 14.

10  Bir6-Sey 1977, 81/2229-2230. A follis of Justin II was also recently found next to the civil town of Aquincum.
JunAsz 2020.
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L Ajos JuHAsz

The coins/year graph on the other hand shows a somewhat different picture (Fig. 5).
Interestingly enough, the Flavian period (0.26) produces the highest result until the early
Severan era that is a minor peak in the circulation. Following a decline, the latter half of
the 3 c. generates the second highest data in the chart with 1.36 coins/year. Constantine’s
sole reign shows the third highest values after the almost completely negative ones in the
first quarter of the 4™ c. The all-time peak is reached between 337 and 363 (4.31), while it
drastically declines in the Valentinianic period to more than a fifth (0.68). The end of the
circulation again shows low data with 0.1. This tendency has often been observed in Brigetio,
but also for Pannonia in general."

5,00
4,50
4,00
3,50
3,00
2,50

2,00

1,00

0,50

o0 69-96 98-138 138-192 193-217 218-238 238-259 260-296 296-317 324-337 337-363 364-383 384-403 425-435
Fig. 5

Itis also worth analysing the difference between the death of Constantine I and the monetary
reform of 348."2 The pre-reform coins show an overall high of 59 pieces compared to 53 until
the fall of the dynasty. The coins/year for these periods shows an even greater contrast with
values of 5.36 compared to the later 3.53.

These 231 coins found within four years in the canabae are not much less than the 277
coins from the municipium of Brigetio (Vasartér) discovered during the systematic excavations
carried out between 1992 and 2015." The explanation for this phenomenon lies in that the civil
town was abandoned under Trebonianus Gallus, therefore the low quality antoniniani and the
4™ c. bronze coins produced in great quantity never reached this area. In addition, the metal
detector was only employed much later at the Vasartér.

The great number of coins from the canabae is partly due to the peculiar assemblage of
105 specimens discovered with the metal detector in a pit at the western edge of the site in
2014."* However, the layers were disturbed, since there were some modern objects next to

11  Bir6-Sey 1977, 16, 21.

12 Tﬁle xgﬂues are higher for the period, than the emperors since the reverses could be identified more often than
the obverses.

13 JunAsz 2018.
14 The initial report mentioned 103 coins but as it later turned out two coins had the same identification number
twice. Bartus et al. 2014, 439.
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COIN FINDS FROM THE CANABAE OF BRIGETIO (SZ8NY-DUNAPART) 2014 — 2017

them as well. There were altogether 16 coins from the 3™ c.: one of Valerian I followed by four
pieces of Gallienus, 5 Claudius Gothicus, 3 Divus Claudius a Tetricus, a Probus, a Maximianus
antoninianus and a cast sestertius. The rest were 4 c. pieces all Constantinian, except for the
latest coins of Theodosius I and Valentinian III."> 12 are before 337, 40 until 348 and 36 until
361."% Interestingly enough, none were from the early Valentinian dynasty. Because of the
modern objects in the pit, it is unsure whether to interpret the ensemble as a coin hoard or not.
The quite homogenous Constantinian group of speaks for, but the mid-3" c. group with the
lack of coins from the intermediate period after, speak against this interpretation. Although
earlier coins do occur in 4" c. hoards, but their number decreases in later depositions."”

The nearest hoard found 100m west of the military camp in the canabae of Brigetio closing
in 350, contained 161 coins minted solely under the Constantinian dynasty.” On the other
hand another bronze hoard from the Torday collection with 594 coins from Brigetio closing
in 378, starts with a Trajanic coin and similarly possesses coins from the second part of the
3 ¢.”” The Mernye hoard contains a single Probus, while the other 380 coins were all from
the Constantinian and Valentinian dynasty.?* Of the 3509 coins from the Mérok hoard, 5 were
from the 1-2" c., 16 were from the 3™ c. and the rest from the 4™ closing in 378.' The post-
Constantinian hoards usually have in common though that coins of Valentinian I, Valens and
Gratian are present, usually also in the highest numbers.”? However, there are hoards closing
in 375 or 378 with greater percentage from the middle of the century e.g. Brigetio VII, Srem,
Este, the Middle or Lower Danube area and Sabratha 1964.2 The hoards closing in the 5%
c. also have Valentinian dynasty pieces in their composition. From the neighbouring Moesia
Siuperior, the Veliko Gradiste hoard spans from Septimius Severus to Theodosius I1.* The Este
1937 and the Practica di mare hoards closing with Honorius or Valentinian III only contained
one antoninian each, the rest were from the 4™ and 5™ ¢.?°

There is also the possibility that the later or even the earlier coins were somehow mixed
with this assemblage of Constantinian coins, but this is hypothetical and cannot be soundly
proven in any way.

Since this data is only a fraction of the 7300 published by Biré-Sey, therefore it is not
worth comparing it with the results of the entire town. The aim of this paper was to present
recently excavated coins from documented find circumstances i.e. the canabae of Brigetio and
to make it accessible to the public. Hopefully with the continued archaeological investigation
we will be able to build reliable data that is suitable for comparison of local and more distant
monetary circulation.

15 There was one AE 4 coin that was worn beyond recognition.

16  One coin could only be identified as struck under the Constantinian dynasty.
17  For the composition of the 4" c. hoards see BLanp 2018, 97-99.

18 Bfr6-SeY 1977, 137-141; FMRU 111, 215-218. lists 164 coins.

19  Bir6-SEy 1974; BiRO-SEY 1977, 142-149.

20  Sz. Burcer 1978.

21  Sz. BurGer 1980.

22  Bir6-Sey 1974, 149.

23 Bir6-Sey supposed that the hoard was incomplete due to the lower number of Valentinian dynast}lf coins than
Constantinian ones. BirO-Sey 1974; BirO-Sey 1977, 142-149; Benpzarevi¢ 2012, 174-175; Sterra 2018, 247-250;
lg/é(S)I/Sﬁ 2017-2018, 32; closing between somewhere Constantius II and Valentinian III CarLu-SaLama 1974,

24 Vasi¢ 1980.
25 StELLA 2008, 247-250; CEPEDA 1991, 28-33.
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