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Duke Bernhard’s coinage – did a mint operate in 
Tschatesch?

Szilárd Tóth

One who has at least a little knowledge on the Friesach-type coinage is also aware of the fact 
that a wide range of coin types appeared at the beginning of the 13th century. The number of 
official mints increased, and by this time, lay and religious leaders operated several workshops. 
Some mints were opened near silver mines, others by important commercial routes. And the 
significant increase in the amount of officially issued money, as well as the growing popularity 
of coins, also brought about the appearance of counterfeiting workshops.

In the past years I had the opportunity to analyse a great number of Friesach-type coins, 
thanks to Hungarian museums, as well as local and foreign collectors. After recognizing the 
significance of dies, I deliberately started to search for coins that can be associated or linked 
with one another.

In the course of the analysis of dies, we are looking for coins manufactured by the same 
tool. A comparison is necessary of the tiniest details of the images on two or more coins. It is 
important to note that in the case of the Friesach-type coins – in contrast with the practice a 
few hundred years later – all dies were carved individually, and no special tools were used for 
the shaping of letters, or certain images on the die. This “uniqueness” is an advantage, since a 
differently carved letter or a possible mistake may be a good starting point for the comparison. 
It is sometimes not possible to compare entire images where coins have been struck more than 
once by the die causing damage to the image.

If we can prove that two or more coins were made with the same tool, we may assume that 
the coins were produced in the same mint. In certain cases we can also observe that a die wears 
out (e.g. it cracks), and thus we can place coins in a chronological order. By “supplementing” 
the damaged coin images, we can see the original image of the die and read the inscriptions. 
The most important is, however, that we can form complete groups on the basis of the hybrids 
of identical dies, which may support or contradict earlier results based on different methods.

By applying my analysis of the dies used to strike coins issued by the mints of Bernhard, 
Duke of Carinthia at St Veit and Tschatesch I aim to offer a fresh perspective.

St. Veit

In his study published in 1949, Egon Baumgartner associated three hybrid coin types (CNA Cr 
23, 25 and 26) with the mint of St. Veit. While he determined the exact date of issue of 10 other 
coin types associated with Duke Bernhard, he failed to do so in the case of the abovementioned 
hybrids. Moreover, a coin type that he had also associated with this mint was later proved to 
have been struck elsewhere.
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In the ‘Corpus Nummorum Austriacum’ published in 1994, Bernard Koch presented the 
three types in question as issues of a different, unknown mint.  Neither did he agree with 
Baumgartner on the issue dates of the denars.

I assume that if the pieces in question were produced in the mint of St. Veit, the dies of the 
normal types (CNA Cb 13, 14, 15, and 16) would have been used for them, which could be 
proved by an analysis of the dies.

Figure 1 displays the presumed connection between the coins:

Fig. 1

At the commencement of my research, I was only able 
to analyse pieces held in private collections, therefore 
hybrids were the centre of my attention. Two pieces 
each of types Cr 23 and Cr 25, and a single piece of Cr 
26 were available to me.

My first step was to compare these individual hybrid 
coins with each other and then against examples known 
to originate from the mint. By means of photographs 
taken by me and a photo-editing programme I overlaid 
the photographs to examine them for points of similarity. 
By this method it would become evident whether or not 
these coins had been struck by the same die.

The results of the analysis are as follows:

Cr 23 (Fig. 2)
•	 The two pieces originate from different 

obverse and reverse dies.
•	 One reverse displays the trace of a crack 

on the die.
•	 The obverse die of the other coin is identical 

with that of denar Cb 13.

Cr 25 (Fig. 3)
•	 The two pieces were produced with identical 

obverse but different reverse dies.
•	 The obverse die is identical with a Cb 15 

denar.
•	 And one of the reverse dies with a Cb 16 

denar.

Normal type Cb 
14

Cb 
15

Cb 
16

Cb 
13

common side Av Rv Av Rv Rv Av

Hybrid type Cr 
26

Cr 
25

Cr 
23

Fig. 2

Fig. 3
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Cr 26 (Fig. 4)
•	 The obverse die is identical with that of one of 

the Cb 15 pieces.

In conclusion: the analysis of the dies answers the 
decades-long question, and we can state that all three 
denars were issued by Duke Bernhard from the mint 
of St. Veit.

Fuelled by these results, I continued my research with the Friesach-type coins kept in the 
Coins Collection of the Hungarian National Museum.1 For over a century a very special coin 
had been hidden away in this collection of thousands of pieces. It had not been included in any 
catalogue and even when it emerged it was incorrectly described.2

In 1911 some 7594 medieval coins came to light in Abapuszta near Balkány in Szabolcs 
County. Dr. Pál Harsányi published the exceptional find in the Numismatic Bulletin 
(Numizmatikai Közlöny): “Although this magazine only briefly mentions these kind of finds, 
this one is worth a more detailed description, since it includes many variants of certain main 
coin types, together with some new types…”

The author also published a drawing (Fig. 5) and a description of this piece: “1 piece with 
the same obverse. (1,07 gr.) On the reverse a capped, facing figure in armour, with a cross on 
the right, which terminates in a circle on the bottom, and a cross or lily on the left”

Both the description and the drawing of this piece are partly incorrect, due to the damaged 
coin image. The correct description is:

Obverse inscription: + DVX BER-NARDVS,
Obverse image: the duke is illustrated in a long mail shirt, with a cross in 

his right hand, and a flag in his left
Reverse image: two-headed eagle with extended wings, under a wall with 

three towers.
Although Arnold Luschin-Ebengreuth published most of the types known at that time in 

his catalogue issued in 1923, 3 for some reason, the discussed coin was left out, just as it was in 
the works of Egon Baumgartner4 and Bernard Koch5.

1 I hereby say thanks to Dr. Csaba Tóth for making this possible.
2 Coin Collection of the Hungarian National Museum, Inv. nr.: 106A/911–26.
3 Luschin 1923.
4 Baumgartner 1949.
5 Koch 1994.

Fig. 4

Fig. 5
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Based on the style of the image and the design of 
the characters I anticipated that this is another hybrid 
originating from St. Veit. I compared this piece with the 
Cb 15 and Cb 16-type denars. Through die analysis, I 
was able to verify its relation with both coin types and 
I can therefore confirm this so far unknown hybrid also 
comes from St. Veit.

By demonstrating the relations between the 
presented Cb 15 – Cb 16 – Cr 25 dies (Fig. 7), it can be 
seen that the specimens of the two basic types and the 
two hybrids were produced at the same time. It can be 
seen that both die pairs were used in parallel, and the 
new dies were used alongside the older until the older 
were worn out.

As I have mentioned above, Baumgartner attributed exact dates to Duke Bernhard’s St. Veit 
issues6 which Koch did not accept, and even modified their order in part. In Figure 8, I marked 
the CNA number on the left side of the coins and Baumgartner’s dating on the right side. 
Researchers probably reached these conclusions following metrological analysis and in light 
of other items uncovered at the same time.

6 Baumgartner 1949, 86., Pohl 1975.

Fig. 6

Fig. 7
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Based on the connections revealed by the analysis of the dies, the order changes compared 
to both earlier concepts, and evidently, the list expands with the hybrids.

Fig. 8

Fig. 9
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Tschatesch

Based on the CNA Cp 1 type, Baumgartner was the first to raise the possibility of the existence 
of a mint here.7 .Subsequent publications asserted this as fact and even listed another coin 
as having been minted there. Baumgartner based the existence of this mint to the reverse 
inscription of Cp 1: + ShΛTCSƆN8, and later Koch published the same inscription with Type 
Cp 2 incorrectly in the CNA.9 The correct inscriptions of Type Cp 2 are: + NDSCTIΛRS and + 
..IT….ΛCS. Baumgartner also discussed the high quality of the obverse image, adding that it is 
even better than that of the copied denar from St. Veit (Cb 13).10

During my research I aimed to find all the available pieces of both types (Tab. 1).

Tab. 1
Although, unfortunately, I have not been able to obtain any information regarding the 

pieces in the Narodni Muzej Slovenijen in Ljubjana, I am certain that they store specimens of 
the abovementioned coins. Albin Pogačnik remarks in his Slovenian catalogue published in 

7 Meaning of Cp: the mint of Tschatesch.
8 Baumgartner 1959, 39.
9 Koch 1994, 210.
10 Baumgartner 1959, 39.

Type Inventory number Obverse die Reverse die
Cp 1 MNM: 124/883-63 A 1
Cp 1 MNM: 52/897-15 (1) A 2
Cp 1 MNM: 52/897-15 (2) A 2
Cp 1 KHM: MA 12508 A 2
Cp 1 KHM: MA 12509 A 1
Cp 1 Hoard: 

Kopáncs-puszta
A 2

Cp 1 Pogačnik katalógus A 2
Cp 2 MNM: 106A/911-1 

(1)
B 3

Cp 2 MNM: 106A/911-1 
(2)

B 3

Cp 2 MNM: 106A/911-1 
(3)

B 3

Cp 2 MNM: 52/897-6 B 3
Cp 2 MNM: 97A/905-23 

(1)
B 3

Cp 2 KHM: MA 12507 B 3
Cp 2 Hoard: Bánhida B 3
Cp 2 Hoard: Bánhida B 3
Cp 2 HDRauch Summer 

Auction 2013 (3563)
B 3

Cp 2 Private collection: 
Sauer

B 3

Cp 2 Private collection I. B 4
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200811 that both coin types can be found in private collections as well as in the collection of the 
Slovenian National Museum. (The Cp 2-type piece published in the catalogue is identical to 
the one in Sauer’s collection,12 and the CNA also publishes a photo of this coin.)

At least two pieces of Type Cp 1, and one of Type Cp 2 can be found in the collection of 
the Kunsthistorisches Museum of Vienna, and photographs of these pieces are also available 
online at the museum’s website.13

The greatest number of both coin types are stored in the Coin Collection of the Hungarian 
National Museum: 3 pieces of Cp 1 and 8 pieces of Cp 2.

Further pieces can be found in recent coin finds in 
Hungary, such as the Cp 1 specimen from the assortment 
of items recovered at Kopáncs-Puszta,14 and the two Cp 2 
pieces from Bánhida.15 In addition, a Cp 2 coin appeared 
in the H. D. Rauch auction in 2013.16

Based on the available coins, I came to the conclusion 
that manufacturers used one obverse (A, B) and two 
reverse (1, 2 and 3, 4) dies for each coin types (Table 1).17 
The two obverse dies appear to have been used to mint 
only a few amount coins. While observing the coins my 
attention was drawn to the similarity with the pieces 
from St. Veit. I was able to identify a hybrid specimen 
from a private collection which had been produced with 
the Cp 1 “A” obverse and one of the Cp 2 (“4”) reverse 
tools (Fig. 10).

After a thorough examination of this hybrid coin type, it became clear that it was practically 
identical with Type Cp 13 of the St. Veit mint, therefore I continued my research in the Coin 
Collection of the Hungarian National Museum. As I noted in Table 2, I also found a similar 
hybrid in the Coin Collection. However, it is even more important that by means of the 
additional connections I could identify further coins as Type Cb 13 of St. Veit. More precisely, I 
could link a new, “C” obverse with the reverse die number “4”, which can also be connected to 
further reverses (5, 6 and 7). And then a new “D” obverse to reverse number “5”, and to that a 
new reverse “8”. It is important that reverse number “6” is a yet unpublished variant of the Cb 
13 denar, since the central element is not a cross but a point.

In Fig. 11 I divided the obverses and reverses into two groups for a better overview.
It is important to touch upon the reverse inscription of the Cb 13 denar. In the CNA it is 

wrongly displayed as + SANCTVS. In most cases we can only find its damaged variants with 
repeating, replaced, incorrect, or occasionally missing letters. (Tab. 2)

11 Pogačnik 2008.
12 I owe thanks to Susanne and Peter Sauer for this data.
13 Münzkabinett Features no. 12507, 12508, and 12509.
14 I hereby say thanks to György Kerekes for the data.
15 While analysing the find, Márton Gyöngyössy incorrectly identified the pieces no. 21/15 and 21/19 as Type Cb 

13, they actually belong to Type Cp 2.
16 I also owe thanks to the H. D. Rauch auction house for the data.
17 There are pieces with the same inventory number of the Hungarian National Museum both in Tables 1 and 2. 

The reason for that is that pieces arriving at the museum at the same time were often listed under the same 
inventory number.

Fig. 10
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Tab. 2

Fig. 11

Type Inventory 
number

Obverse die Reverse die Reverse 
legend

Megjegyzés

Cb 13 Private col-
lection II.

A 4 + ͶIT … Λ 
..S

Cb 13 MNM: 
105A/911-63 

(1)

A 4 + ͶIT … Λ 
..S

Cb 13 MNM: 
97A/901-22

C 4 + ͶIT … Λ 
..S

doubling

Cb 13 MNM: 
105A/911-63 

(2)

C 5 + ͶЄVS … 
RS

Cb 13 var. MNM: 
87/896-10

C 6 + SR … SDA unpublished 
variant

Cb 13 var. MNM: 
124/883-46

C 6 + SR … SDA unpublished 
variant

Cb 13 MNM: 
97A/905-23 

(2)

C 7 + NЄ …...

Cb 13 Private col-
lection III.

D 5 + ͶЄVS … 
RS

Cb 13 MNM: 
97A/905-23 

(3)

D 8
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In conclusion:
•	 Based on an inscription, Egon Baumgartner published in 1959 that there could 

have been a mint in Tschatesch,18 which other researchers published later as 
a fact,

•	 in contrast with the data from catalogues, the reverse inscription of the Cp 2 denar 
is not identical with that of the Cp 1 denar, presumably it is just a meaningless 
row of letters,

•	 the two types of Tschatesch coins were only produced with 6 (2+4) dies,
•	 they can be linked with identical Cb 13-type St. Veit coins provably originating 

from more dies (the inscriptions of which are also damaged),19

•	 while the closest mint to Tschatesch operated only 2 km away at Rann, and 
there were several others within a radius of 20 km, the mint of St. Veit lay 
around 170 km away,

•	 we have no information on whether Duke Bernhard’s mints shared dies or not.

Earlier research presumed the existence of a mint based on the reverse inscription of a single 
coin type, augmented by a further type, on which a meaningless inscription appears similar to 
the reverses of the Cb 13 coin type from St. Veit. The connections between the dies of the coins 
are evident. Two possibilities remain:

•	 6 pieces of (partly used) dies were taken from the mint of St. Veit to Tschatesch, 
where they were used for a very short time, or

•	 the mint of Tschatesch did not exist and Types Cp 1 and Cp 2 were also produced 
in St. Veit.

In my opinion, no mint operated in Tschatesch in the 13th century, therefore we have to consider 
the Cp 1 and Cp 2-type denars as issues of the St. Veit mint.

In addition, the obverse image of the Cp 2 type is almost identical with that of Cp 12: a 
half-length portrait is visible on both, depicting the duke in armour and helmet, with a sword 
leaning on his right shoulder in the case of Cp 2, and a sceptre or a spear in the same position 
in the case of Cb 12 (Fig. 12).

In summary it is clear to see that during the reign of Duke Bernhard the operation of the 
mint in St. Veit had not been controlled as strictly as thought before. Types CNA Cp 1 and 2, 
Cr 23, 25 and 26 and the Cb 13 variant absent from the catalogue have to be listed among the 
issues of the mint. There are still several uncertainties regarding Friesach-type coins, and as the 
above example demonstrates, results of the earlier studies have to be reviewed.

18  Baumgartner 1959, 39.
19  In Table 2 I marked the known details of the inscription.
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